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Woodridge Police Officer Experience: 
June 20 Tornado

A Reminder on 
Yard Waste And 
Illegal Dumping
 The Public Works Department would 
like to remind residents that dumping 
yard waste or any other debris into 
public easements, creeks, storm inlets, 
or retention areas is illegal.  In addition 
to polluting waterways or natural areas, 
dumping can cause flooding by prevent-
ing stormwater from draining correctly 
and potential hazards for crews that 
need to access those areas to remove 
blockages.  Discarded yard waste also 
holds moisture, this creates an ideal 
breeding ground for mosquitoes.  The  
Village asks that you do your part to 
keep easement areas free of yard waste 
and debris and report any illegal dump-
ing.  As an additional option, the Brush 
Drop Off Site on 71st Street, just west of  
Woodridge Drive, is open to residents 
on the second Saturday of the month 
May through October between 9 a.m. 
and 12 p.m.  The remaining dates are 
Saturday, September 11 and, Saturday, 
October 9.  The price is $5 for the first 
carload ($3 for same day returning car) 
and $10 per pickup truck, van, or trailer.  
Branches up to 8” in diameter are  
accepted.

 In psychology, a flashbulb memory is 
an accurate and highly vivid “snapshot” of 
the circumstances surrounding learning 
about an emotionally dramatic event. 
Many of us in Woodridge likely recall 
where we were and what we were doing 
when the tornado hit Woodridge on 
June 20.  For years to come, Woodridge 
will remember where they were, what 
they were doing, and how they reacted 
to the news of a tornado approaching. 
Woodridge Police officers responding 
to the tornado that night relied on their 
extensive training and courage to help 
those in need.
 Five officers were on duty the night 
the tornado hit and touched down east 
of Route 53 between 83rd Street and 
75th Street.  Quickly, an all-out request 
for every Woodridge Police Department 
officer went to the entire police depart-
ment.  The Woodridge Police Depart-
ment activated the Illinois Law Enforce-
ment Alarm System (ILEAS) for police 
mutual aid. The mutual aid partners 
included Bolingbrook, Elmhurst, Downers 
Grove, Lisle, Illinois State Police, West-
mont, Lemont, Hinsdale, Clarendon Hills, 
Willowbrook, Oak Brook, Wheaton,  
and Darien.
 Many of the first calls to 911 involved 
people in life-threatening emergencies, 
downed power lines, gas leaks, and fires. 
The ComEd initial reports from indicated 
that there were 6,429 power outages  
following the tornado.  Many officers 
traveled to calls by foot due to impass-
able roadways and delivered first aid.  
One officer used a chainsaw to clear 
the street to allow emergency vehicles 
to visit the scene.  Several officers suf-
fered injuries while assisting people that 

resulted in hospital visits. In the tornado 
aftermath, the Woodridge Police Depart-
ment relied heavily on Public Works to 
remove debris from the streets.
 Woodridge Public Works crews began 
roadway cleanup to clean the streets for 
emergency response, utility companies, 
and other vehicular traffic. In addition, 
Woodridge activated the request for  
mutual aid through the Illinois Public 
Works Mutual Aid Network.   
The Woodridge Police Department 
appreciates the help from numerous 
public works departments that helped 
clear debris from the streets soon after 
the tornado struck.
  Investing in officer training allows the 
Woodridge Police Department to suc-
ceed through various adverse situations, 
such as the aftermath of a tornado.  As 
the tornado recovery continues, officers 
are proud to have assisted residents in 
the immediate moments after the tor-
nado and the continued neighborly spirit 
of people helping those in need.



 The many volunteers, fundraisers, and 
monetary donations continue to help  
the ongoing tornado recovery efforts.  
Woodridge is fortunate to have many 
agencies and non-profits that are more 
than willing to lend a helping hand.  If you 
are in a position to do so, please consider 
donating to the Woodridge Rotary  
Tornado Relief Fund and attending a fund-
raiser event.  Information about donations 
and fundraisers is available on the Village 
of Woodridge website.  Let’s continue 
to reach out to our neighbors and have 
neighbors help neighbors.
 The Village Board, the Village of  
Woodridge, and I are so grateful for our 
first responders, Public Works, our mutual 
aid partners, and all of the volunteers as 
our community continues to recover, re-
build, and replant.  This issue of the Focus 
on Woodridge newsletter contains a rivet-
ing summary of how Woodridge police 
officers responded to life-threatening situ-
ations the night of the tornado, as well as 
Public Works tornado reforestation plans. 
 On another note, mark your calendars 
for a fun, in-person community event on 
September 24 & September 25, 2021:  
The Woodridge Park District’s 2nd  
Annual Woodridge Oktoberfest!  Please 
remember to continue and shop local and 
support Woodridge retailers, restaurants, 
and service providers.  Remember, every 
purchase at a Woodridge business con-
tributes tax revenue that supports public 
safety, our schools, parks, and infrastruc-
ture improvements.
 In Woodridge, we know Woodridge 
Strong, and Neighbors Helping Neighbors! 

Thank you kindly and my best regards, 
Gina Cunningham, Mayor
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Dear Neighbor, 

   As a child growing 
up in Woodridge,  
I always recognized 
and appreciated the 
natural beauty in 
our community.  So 
when the tornado 
unleashed its destruc-

tion on June 20, it was difficult to imagine a 
natural disaster occurring right here in our 
community.  Woodridge is a community 
that cares, for both its residents and our 
natural surroundings, since our incorpo-
ration as a village in 1959.  Anyone from 
Woodridge could anticipate how our 
community would respond – with com-
passion, generosity, and neighbors helping 
neighbors. 
 The tornado caused extensive damage to 
Woodridge.  According to the Woodridge 
Community Development damage assess-
ment, 31 of our neighbor’s homes sustained 
significant damage and will require major 
reconstruction or will need to be demol-
ished and completely rebuilt.  In addition, 
150 homes have significant damage, and 
more than 400 homes have some dam-
age.  When I visited the tornado-impacted 
areas and spoke with our neighbors, the 
welcoming spirit and kindness of those 
impacted certainly left an impression on 
me.  Their positive energy and willingness 
to help embody what it means to be  
Woodridge strong!
 For more than 30 years, the Arbor Day 
Foundation named Woodridge a Tree 
City USA community.  The Tree City USA 
designation signifies that Woodridge is 
committed to having a viable tree manage-
ment plan and program.  Unfortunately, the 
damage assessment shows that the tornado 
destroyed more than 300 of some of our 
community’s oldest and most beautiful 
public parkway trees, in addition to numer-
ous tree losses on private and Woodridge 
Park District property.  Woodridge is com-
mitted to replacing the parkway trees and 
helping residents with their tree planting 
efforts.  The Village partnerships with the 
Morton Arboretum, the National Arbor 
Day Foundation, and the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources are key to helping 
bring trees back to impacted areas. 

From the Desk of Mayor Gina Cunningham

OCTOBER 4 – 8 
Clean Up Day

SEPTEMBER 24 & 25   
Woodridge Oktoberfest

NOVEMBER 1       
Free Leaf Collection Begins  
(first four pickups in November)

NOVEMBER 11      
Veterans Day; In Service Day,  
Village Offices Closed

NOVEMBER 25 & 26       
Christmas Tree Recycling

DECEMBER 24 & 25  
Thanksgiving Holiday;  
Village Offices Closed

JANUARY 1  
Village Offices Closed

JANUARY  2 – 14       
Christmas Tree Recycling

FEBRUARY 26     
Due Date for ProLogis  
Scholarship Applications

MARCH 8        
Daylight Savings Time Begins

 DATES TO NOTE

Visit the Events link at www.woodridgeil.gov  
for details on these events and more.

Seasonal Snow 
Plow Drivers

 Title 9 (Zoning Regulations) of the 
Village’s code of ordinances implements 
the Village’s vision for the future of 
Woodridge, by calibrating regulations for 
structures, uses and parking.  The Village 
is working with consultants, Teska Associ-
ates, Inc., in partnership with Ancel Glink, 
to update the Village’s zoning regulations. 
With an 11-month timeline that will 
include data analysis and a robust public 
engagement process, this ambitious, 
multi-faceted process will also include 
creating a project website and meetings 
with the Plan Commission and Village 
Board. Woodridge will share project 
updates by posting information on the 
Village’s social media channels as  
well as the Village website at www. 
woodridgeil.gov  

Zoning Code  
Update 2021

 Openings are available at the 
Village of Woodridge for part-time 
snowplowing.  Hours vary according 
to need, and the Village provides sup-
plies and training.  Applicants must be 
at least 18 years old and hold a valid 
Illinois driver’s license.  Applications 
are available at the Woodridge Village 
Hall or on the Village website.
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   Concurrent with the tree removal and 
restoration plan resulting from the tornado 
that swept through our community on 
Fathers’ Day, the Village has been working 
toward replacing the parkway trees damaged 
or destroyed, along with options to assist 
residents with the countless private property 
trees lost.  To date, more than 300 parkway 
trees had to be removed, and staff continues 
to survey the remaining trees.  The remaining 
tree stumps removals will be removed in late 
August through September, with the parkway 
turf restored and seeded.  In addition, crews 
are inventorying parkway tree species to di-
versity replacement tree species to minimize 
future loss due to specific pests or diseases.  

FREE LEAF COLLECTION 
BEGINS NOVEMBER 1, 2021
 The Village and Groot offer a free, 
bagged leaf collection program that 
occurs on your first four regular collec-
tion days during November, starting on 
Monday, November 1.  This program is 
available to all single-family residences 
within the Village’s incorporated bound-
aries.  During the program, an unlimited 
number of leaves may be placed in 
biodegradable paper bags and brought 
out to the curb for collection without 
stickers.  The bags may be a maximum 
of 30 gallons in capacity and weigh up to 
50 pounds.  The bags may contain only 
leaves.  Groot will not pick up leaf bags 
with comingled landscape waste, such as 
sod, brush, or grass clippings. 

   The Woodridge Police Department 
launched the “Lock Your Car – That’s the 
Key campaign in July 2017. Burglary to 
motor vehicles is a felony offense, and the 
FBI’s Uniform Crime Report considers it a 
Part I crime that includes thefts, 
homicides, and assaults. The 
Woodridge Police Department 
appreciates Woodridge residents 
locking their vehicles. From Janu-
ary 1, 2021, – June 30, 2021, only 
11 burglaries to motor vehicles 
took place in Woodridge. Out of 
those 11 burglaries, three people 
locked their car doors, and eight 
people left them unlocked.
 A burglary to a motor vehicle 
is often a “crime of opportunity” 
that is easily preventable.  

Simply locking your car is the easiest way 
to avoid becoming victimized. Let’s keep 
locking car doors – it’s the key to preventing 
burglaries to motor vehicles! 

Burglaries to Motor Vehicles Crimes 
Decreasing Significantly

Tornado Reforestation Efforts

 On your regular collection day during the 
week of October 4 to 8, residents are per-
mitted to dispose of an unlimited amount 
of refuse, furniture, carpeting, bulky items, 
and just plain junk.  All items must be 
properly bundled, bagged, and otherwise 
prepared for pick-up as they would on any 
regular collection day.  A total of 5 stick-
ers are required and must be displayed 
(garbage cans included) on items that you 
would normally tag.  Please be careful 
when placing stickers on things that might 
be collected by those other than Groot. 
Groot advises residents to place all five 
stickers on their can or any item that is 
easily identifiable by the Groot driver.  Any 
additional items will be picked up with-
out stickers.  No stickers are required of 
residents who use the toter service and 
are billed directly through Groot Indus-
tries.  Building materials, tires, hazardous 
waste, electronics, and yardwaste are not 
included in this program.  If you have any 
questions, please call (630) 719-2905. 

UNLIMITED REFUSE  
DISPOSAL ALLOWED  
DURING “CLEAN-UP DAY” 
OCTOBER 4 TO 8

The Village will begin replanting parkway trees 
starting in 2021.  
 The Village is also engaging outside agen-
cies to assist with private property tree 
replanting, including the Morton Arboretum, 
the National Arbor Day Foundation, and the 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources for 
potential programs.  Check the Village website 
at https://www.woodridgeil.gov/news_ 
detail_T48_R135.php or search “reforesta-
tion efforts” on the Village’s website (www.
woodridgeil,gov) for more information. 
As always, if you are planning to plant now, 
before digging always make sure to call  
JULIE at 811.
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Buglaries to Motor Vehicles in Woodridge

The data shows that burglaries to motor vehicles is significantly declining so far  
this year in Woodridge. Locking your car pre-emptively reduces the chance of a 
criminal breaking into a vehicle.

Pictured is the Woodridge Public Works Department during tornado debris cleanup the week of the tornado. The Illinois Public Works 
Mutual Aid Network (IPWMAN) provided valuable support for the debris cleanup efforts. In addition to Village of Woodridge staff and 
contractors, crews used extra pieces of equipment from neighboring communities, such as grapple trucks.
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Know Someone Deserving Recognition?
Submit Your Nomination for the Community Recognition Program!
 Every year, at the annual Community 
Recognition Award Ceremony in Decem-
ber, the Village of Woodridge recognizes 
people and organizations in the community 
that have provided positive contributions. 
The Village is now accepting community 
recognitions nominations for the follow-
ing categories: citizen, business, association, 
employee, and youth (ages under 21).  

 The Woodridge Intergovernment 
Council reviews the nominations and 
recommends candidates to the Village 
Board for consideration. The nomination 
deadline is September 24, 2021.  Please 
contact Leslie Davies at (630) 719-4706 if 
you have any questions. Nomination forms 
are available on the Village’s website www.
woodridgeil,gov

 Did you know the Village Budget takes 
more than six months to develop, review, 
and finalize?  The Village Board and staff 
kicked off the FY 2022 Budget Season in 
May.  The graphic below gives an overview 

of the budget process over the next several 
months.  The FY 2022 Budget Workshops 
are scheduled for September 21 and 28 in 
the Village Hall Board Room. Check out the 
Village website for more budget updates!

FY 2022 Budget Season

• Village Board 
Meeting on 
budget goals

• Prepare revenue  
budget to  
determine  
available  
resources

• Finance 
Department 
prepares 
draft budget

• Departments  
prepare budgets

• Budgets are  
reviewed by  
CEO to ensure  
requests are  
in-line with  
Board direction

• Public hearing 
on proposed 
budget is held in 
mid-November

• Budget is 
adopted!

• Draft budget 
is reviewed 
and finalized 
at Budget 
Workshops

MAY JUNE - JULY AUGUST SEPT - OCT NOV - DEC

VILLAGE OF WOODRIDGE BUDGET PROCESS
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